
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, March 20, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

GLOOM OR GLORY 
 

When filmmakers picture what the future holds for humanity, the picture is usually grim. 
 

There are films about the arrival of visitors from beyond the stars who enslave humanity and 
steal earth's resources. 
 

There are films about the spread of uncontrollable viruses that sicken the population. 
 

There are films where human greed gives rise to ecological disasters that put an end to life as 
we know it. 
 

There are films where an asteroid from the darkness of space crashes into earth and our globe 
of life shatters into oblivion. 
 

Certainly, the news of the recent earthquakes, tsunamis, and radiation dangers in Japan make 
the future look grim indeed. 
 

The Gospel for this coming Sunday (Matthew 17:1-9), the Second Sunday of Lent, is about Jesus 
giving his disciples a glimpse of the future. Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up a high 
mountain, a place where God is frequently encountered in the Scriptures, and there Jesus is 
changed. 
 

Matthew writes that his face "shone like the sun," glowing with heavenly glory. His clothes 
became "white as light," gleaming with divinity. A voice announced him to be the beloved Son, 
with whom the Father was well pleased. That is who Jesus was, and who he would be revealed 
to be in the end. 
 

In that moment of transfiguration, Peter, James, and John came to a deeper understanding of 
their master, and at the same time came to know the glory that would be his. There would be 
darkness, suffering and death, but in the end there would be glory. 
 

And that glory could be their glory as well if they followed the instruction announced from on 
high "This is my beloved Son, listen to him."   
 

When we listen to Jesus, when we take his words to heart, when we let his words guide our 
actions and direct our life, we begin to be changed and in the end glory awaits us. As one of the 
prayers of the Mass puts it, we come "to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to 
share in our humanity." 
 

Filmmakers depict a future of gloom and doom. Sunday's Gospel proclaims a future of light and 
glory. 
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